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The GALA—Something for Everyone!

Spring is the time for new beginnings. 
The emergence of tulip and crocus lend a feeling of renewal.  
It is the time for the Risen Christ School Gala For the Children where, with  
friends and supporters, we renew our commitment to serve the children. 

This year on Friday, May 1,  
at The Depot in downtown  
Minneapolis, items up for  
bids on the Live include: 

Bidders will raise their paddles during the Special Appeal with proceeds  
going toward tuition assistance for families and in honor of the visionary  
leadership over the last fifteen years of President Helen Dahlman. 

Try the new $5,000 Dash—replace the 100 numbers on the board with 
bids for the children. On the Silent and Almost Live, look for a multitude 
of restaurant certificates, specialty baskets, electronics and Twins tickets 
galore! Buy a numbered cork and its matching wine is yours on the  
Wine Whirl. Get your raffle tickets and win one of four cash prizes— 
$2500, $1500, $1000 and $500. For more information, contact Marisa  
at 612-822-5329, ext. 109 or mrivera@risenchristschool.org.

If you cannot attend but want to be part of  
the Live Auction or the Special Appeal, contact  
Fran Rusciano Murnane, Director of Advancement,  
fmurnane@risenchristschool.org or 612-386-8557  
(cell). Your bid by phone or email will be part of  
the action even if you can’t be present!

Invitations will be mailed in mid-March.  
Contact Jill at 612-822-5329, ext. 108  
or jaudette@risenchristschool.org.

•  An afternoon of sailing the St. Croix

•  Exuberant experiences with Fathers John Forliti and Joe Gillespie

•  Dinner in your home prepared by noted Chef Terry John Zila
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There is  

something for  

everyone  

at the Gala— 

an extraordinary event 

of fund-raising  

and friend-raising— 

For the Children!



You may have seen the great picture of our students on the 
front page of the Star Tribune recently as part of an article 
titled: “Bankruptcy Brings Financial Fears for Catholic Schools.” 
The piece detailed the questions and concerns some have  
raised about the possible repercussions of the archdiocesan 
bankruptcy and abuse scandal on schools like Risen Christ that 
depend on the generosity of others to serve children living in 
poverty through outstanding, faith-based education. 

If you read the article, you also know that the reporter spent  
a lot of time here, and we talked extensively about our mission and its importance  
to families, benefactors and the Church itself. I recall telling the reporter that being  
part of Risen Christ School, whether as a staff member, volunteer or donor, is an  
extraordinary privilege because it makes it possible for us to live our faith in ways  
that make a tangible and profound impact on others.

That impact was apparent just this week, as Maria* and I shared tears of joy upon  
learning of her acceptance at Benilde-St. Margaret’s High School. We both know  
that a Benilde-St. Margaret’s education will change the trajectory of her life, and  
that she would not be heading there if it weren’t for Risen Christ School  
and all those who make it possible.

When you give to Risen Christ School you make such transformative moments possible.  
That is why I am confident that whatever the circumstances of the archdiocese or its  
finances, your generosity will continue to insure that Risen Christ endures as a source  
of hope and opportunity for vulnerable children and their families for years to come.  

We believe in miracles. We believe in you.

You Changed the Trajectory of Maria’s Life

BY Helen Dahlman, President

Risen Christ  
Catholic School  
Board of Directors  
2014 -2015

John Banovetz - Chair 
Global Business Director 
Industrial Adhesives & Tapes Division, 3M

Andy Bauer 
Vice President, CFO 
Miller Milling

Arthur G. Boylan 
Shareholder 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP

Rev. Joseph Gillespie, OP 
Canonical Administrator, Pastor 
Church of St. Albert the Great 

Bill Hettling 
International Business Development 
Manager 
Asia Pacific and Canada, 3M

Sue Huber, PhD 
Executive Vice President, Provost 
University of St. Thomas - retired

Maria Lara 
Family Liaison 
Andersen Family Resource Center

Bill Makens 
President 
Royal Concrete Products, Inc.

John McCarty 
Owner & CEO 
St. Paul Development Corporation

Frank Miley, JD 
Executive Vice President 
Cretin-Derham Hall 

Bonnie O’Connor 
Vice President Professional Services 
Fairview-University Medical Center - retired

Deborah A. Organ, LICSW, DMin 
Pastoral Associate 
Holy Rosary Parish

Kelly Regan 
Vice President Marketing 
Premier Banks 

Rev. Leo Schneider 
Pastor 
Church of the Holy Name

Rev. Jim Spahn, OP 
Pastor 
Holy Rosary Catholic Church

Peter Spokes 
Vice President Corporate Responsibility 
Wells Fargo - retired

Kathleen Strombeck 
Vice President & Private Banking Officer 
Bell State Bank & Trust 

Deacon Carl Valdez 
Church of the Incarnation- 
Sagrado Corazón de Jesús

Rev. Joseph Williams 
Pastor 
Church of St. Stephen

* name changed

Remigio
Through the Eyes of

One of the most important things 
Remigio likes about Risen Christ School 
(RCS) is that his best friend is a student, 

too. He also believes that if he hadn’t 
transferred to RCS in 5th Grade, he might 

never have known about Benilde-St. 
Margaret’s (BSM). He is one of four RCS 

students, including his best friend,  
who have been accepted to BSM. 



Maureen’s Perspective on Catholic Education

”You can tell Risen Christ is  

an extraordinary place.  

Faculty and staff dedication and 

volunteer and benefactor support 

make it a truly special community.  

I am grateful to serve on the 

Advancement Committee  

and gladly share the story of  

Risen Christ with others.“

Maureen Treacy Lahr

Remigio calls his education at Risen Christ 
“amazing.” When asked what that means, he talks 
about how good his Catholic education is, what  
he is learning, how he is challenged. He witnesses 
the care each teacher gives to each student, “never 
rushing, always explaining” with patience. He 
respects that teachers also take the time outside of 
class to engage with students, whether between 
classes or by phone for help with homework.

If he were talking to an adult about RCS,  
he would “encourage that person to help  
Risen Christ students expand their education,”  
to provide more for the students so they can  
learn more and be more. 

Remigio is a grateful student with a bright  
future, who feels well prepared for high  
school and beyond. 
 

He witnesses the care each teacher gives to each student,  

“never rushing, always explaining” with patience.

Maureen Treacy Lahr is no stranger to recognizing the value of  
education and to knowing it takes hard work, commitment and the  
“ability to juggle school work, extra-curricular activities, jobs and a social life.” 
She is a Sales Operations Leader for a reinsurance brokerage firm and earned  
her Bachelor of Arts degree in finance from St. Catherine University and her 
Master of Arts in human development from Saint Mary’s University. 

A new member of the Risen Christ Advancement Committee, Maureen  
wants students to “continue to receive education that prepares them to  
excel in society and as individuals, grounded in strong faith.” She hopes  
Risen Christ is “supported for generations to come by a broad community  
of families, faculty, administrative staff, benefactors and volunteers.”

Maureen’s faith and service to others are obvious, and her intelligence,  
character and gregarious nature are easy to see when she meets new  
people and shares her deep commitment to the School and its community.

Catholic education for her is “unique because these schools develop  
intellect, faith and values. The faculty and staff can go beyond preparing 
students academically by showing them their faith and God-given gifts  
can serve others.” 

Fran Rusciano Murnane
Director of Advancement

”I knew my parents were making  
a sacrifice when they educated all ten  

of their children in Catholic schools. “
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Established in 1993, 
as a consolidated school,  

our founding parishes are:  
Holy Name, Holy Rosary,  

Incarnation, St  Albert the  
Great and St Stephen’s.

march 2015
Fridays 6th, 13th & 20th    Imagine the Possibilities  1:40-2:25 PM
    
Wednesday 18th  Discover Risen Christ  11:30 AM-12:30 PM

april 2015
Fridays 10th & 17th   Imagine the Possibilities  1:40-2:25 PM
    
Wednesday 15th  Discover Risen Christ  11:30 AM-12:30 PM

may 2015
Friday 1st     Risen Christ 19th Annual Gala For the Children
    The Depot Minneapolis, 5:30 PM

Wednesday 20th   Discover Risen Christ  11:30 AM-12:30 PM

Tuesday 19th    Spring Program
    Holy Name Church, 7:00 PM

Tuesday 26th    8th Grade Graduation
    Holy Name Church, 7:00 PM

Look for  the 2013-2014  Annual Report online at www.risenchristschool.org

                          Be part of the fun and excitement – 
VOLUNTEER!
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2015 

Many smiling faces and 
enthusiastic volunteers are 

needed on Gala night, Friday, 
May 1 at The Depot.  

Get a group of friends together 
or come on your own to help 
make this the most successful 

Gala ever! For more information, 
contact Maggie McCarrick at 

mmccarrick@risenchristschool.org
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