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Established in 1993, 
as a consolidated school,  

our founding parishes are:  
Holy Name, Holy Rosary,  

Incarnation, St  Albert the  
Great and St Stephen’s.

december 2014
Thursday 18th   Christmas Concert  7:00 PM
    Church of the Holy Name

january 2015
Wednesday 14th   Discover Risen Christ  11:30 AM-12:30 PM
    Lunch with Students, Leadership and School Tour

26th - 30th    Catholic Schools Week

february 2015  Black History Month
Wednesday 18th    Discover Risen Christ  11:30 AM-12:30 PM
        

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE 2015 GALA!
Friday, May 1st    Risen Christ 19th Annual Gala For the Children
    The Depot Minneapolis
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Look for  the 2013-2014  Annual Report online at www.risenchristschool.org

May the glory, wonder  
  and miracle of  
Jesus be with  
you now and  
     always.



Risen Christ Catholic  
School is grounded 
in the histories and 
traditions of our five 
founding parishes. 
Five Circles of Light 
is a publication  
of RCCS.Five Circles of Light h

December  2014

He came 

to light 

the world!  

      

Peace be                  !i"h you!

No, I Don’t Know You. I Have No Room.

Every year, our students enact Las Posadas, a nine-day tradition in Mexico celebrated each evening from December 
16 to 24, reenacting Mary and Joseph’s difficult journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem in search of shelter. 

Maria Castellanos, head of our maintenance staff, celebrated Las Posadas in Mexico with her older brother 
when young. They led the procession each night, starting at one end of their small town and working their way 
throught the entire city over the nine days.

At Risen Christ, Maria works with students to show them what Las Posadas means to her. She teaches them the 
traditional Spanish songs of Las Posadas that the entire student body then sings as they process throughout the  
school building. ”Is there room? My wife is pregnant.” The answer is always, “No, I don’t know you. I have no 
room.” 

Maria helps the students understand what is being said when Mary and Joseph are rejected: “You are not 
important. I am more important than you.” People who may be rich in material ways, but who live with a 
poverty of spirit speak those words. Maria believes that the meaning of Las Posadas is that we are all equal in 
the eyes of God.

At the last house, the owner recognizes Mary and Joseph and says,  
“You are Joseph. You are Mary, la Reina del Cielo—the Queen  
of Heaven. Pase, peregrinos—Come in, pilgrims.”



One of the most beautiful Christmas traditions at Risen Christ,  
as you can see from our feature article, is the celebration of  
Las Posadas. The story of the Holy Family’s search for shelter  
and belonging always moves me.

As I reflect on my fifteenth and last Las Posadas and Christmas season 
at Risen Christ, I am both proud and humbled by the realization that 

Risen Christ is truly a safe “dwelling place” for immigrant families who may have been 
turned away from other schools by ignorance, bias or lack or resources. We have become 
a center of hope and opportunity for those who, like the Holy Family, left their homelands 
in search of peace, security and a better life. By providing children with an outstanding 
education grounded in Catholic values and surrounded by loving care, we continue to 
answer God’s call to welcome all as Christ. Your extraordinary generosity makes such   
a transformative experience possible. God bless you and Feliz Navidad!

Las Posadas (The Dwellings)

BY Helen Dahlman, President

Risen Christ  
Catholic School  
Board of Directors  
2014 -2015

John Banovetz - Chair 
Global Business Director 
Industrial Adhesives & Tapes Division, 3M

Andy Bauer 
Vice President, CFO 
Miller Milling

Arthur G. Boylan 
Shareholder 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP

Patrick Daly 
Business Analyst 
Target Corporation 

Rev. Joseph Gillespie, OP 
Canonical Administrator, Pastor 
Church of St. Albert the Great 

Bill Hettling 
International Business Development 
Manager 
Asia Pacific and Canada, 3M

Sue Huber, PhD 
Executive Vice President, Provost 
University of St. Thomas - retired

Maria Lara 
Family Liaison 
Andersen Family Resource Center

Bill Makens 
President 
Royal Concrete Products, Inc.

John McCarty 
Owner & CEO 
St. Paul Development Corporation

Frank Miley, JD 
Executive Vice President 
Cretin-Derham Hall 

Bonnie O’Connor 
Vice President, Professional Services 
Fairview-University Medical Center - retired

Deborah A. Organ, LICSW, DMin 
Pastoral Associate 
Holy Rosary Parish

Kelly Regan 
Vice President Marketing 
Premier Banks 

Rev. Leo Schneider 
Pastor 
Church of the Holy Name

Rev. Jim Spahn, OP 
Pastor 
Holy Rosary Catholic Church

Peter Spokes 
Vice President Corporate Responsibility 
Wells Fargo - retired

Kathleen Strombeck 
Vice President & Private Banking Officer 
Bell State Bank & Trust 

Deacon Carl Valdez 
Church of the Incarnation- 
Sagrado Corazón de Jesús

Rev. Joseph Williams 
Pastor 
Church of St. Stephen

The Helen Dahlman Fund For the Children

As you can read in our President Helen Dahlman’s article above,  
this is Helen’s last year at Risen Christ School. Her leadership has  
been extraordinary, first as principal for 6 years and now as 
president for what will be 9 years upon her retirement June 30, 
2015. Remarkable vision, a fierce drive to serve and the building 
of connections within the larger community are just some of the 
accomplishments that mark Helen’s years at Risen Christ.

In honor of her service and legacy, we have established the  
Helen Dahlman Fund For the Children. Please consider making  
a gift in her honor. Note “Helen’s Fund” in the memo line of your 
check or mark the IN HONOR box on the enclosed envelope and  
add “Helen.” 

Your gift will be doubled by a $25,000 Challenge Match from  
the WEM Foundation. We owe Helen a debt of gratitude for her 
commitment to the children of Risen Christ School and for all she 
has made possible in their lives. I hope you will honor  
the children by honoring Helen.

Your gift will be  
doubled by 
a $25,000 

Challenge Match 
from the WEM 

Foundation. 

“Then the king will say to those on his right,  

‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father.  

Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink,  

a stranger and you welcomed me…”  (Matthew 25:34-35)

Fran Rusciano Murnane
Director of Advancement



Dancing For The Sheer 

More than 120 Risen Christ family members came together  
for an evening of food, dance and great company at the E3 
program Family Night November 13. Chef Marshall O’Brien,  
along with RC kitchen staff Mary Aitkin and Kim Tepper- 
Murphy, prepared a delicious meal. Everyone learned about 
registering for upcoming Cooking Matters for Families classes,  
and E3 Fitness Club instructors led the bachata (a Latino  
genre of dance) and salsa dancing. It was wonderful to see  
grandmothers and grandsons, fathers and daughters  
dancing together and celebrating community!

The E3 program provides opportunities throughout the  
school day and year for students to engage in fitness  
activities and learn about nutrition and healthy lifestyle  
choices. Families are encouraged to participate in program-
sponsored fitness activities and educational events.

Made possible by a grant to St. Mary’s Health Clinics  
from the United Way, E3 programming at Risen Christ  
seeks to reduce the risk of childhood obesity and Type II 
diabetes in low-income children of color by promoting 
physical activity and healthy eating habits in a supportive 
environment.  
 
E3 program coordinator Shannon Gavin works 
collaboratively with local community organizations  
and key expert organizations, such as Second Harvest, 
The Sheridan Story, Chef Marshall O’Brian, The University 
of Minnesota-Extension, the Emily Program and the 
University of Minnesota School of Public Health. 

  
  

  
L e t ’ s  D a n c e !E3An evening of food, 

dance and great 

company at the  

E3 program  

Family Night  

in November

fitness

nu
tri

tio
n

lifestyle

Joy of Good Health 


