
Five Circles of Light

Risen Christ Catholic  
School is grounded 
in the histories and 
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DANA’S JOURNEY  
TO SUCCESS:

Class of 2008 at 
Risen Christ  
Catholic School

Class of 2012 at 
Cristo Rey Jesuit  
High School

Class of 2016 at 
Marquette University

Pursuing Doctorate 
in Occupational 
Therapy at  
Creighton University

Journeys to Success Start at Risen Christ

To Dana Fernandez ’08, Risen Christ is more than just a school—it’s 
a family. “During a moment when my family and I found ourselves 
at our lowest point in our lives, Risen Christ was there to support us 
in any way possible,” she said. “Because of the many supports Risen 
Christ offered to me and my family over the years, the school remains 
very important to us.”

Dana first came to Risen Christ in 2004 when her mother, Maria, 
wanted to find a school that incorporated the Catholic faith into its 
curriculum in addition to offering strong academics. Risen Christ proved to be the 
right fit for Dana and three siblings to follow.

“As the oldest of four, I can see the amount of knowledge my siblings are gaining, 
thanks to Risen Christ,” Dana said. “Risen Christ gives you the opportunity to not just 
be a student in the classroom, but to have a role in your church and community. I was 
challenged mentally and spiritually, which prepared me to be one of the top students 
in my class at Risen Christ as well as my high school graduating class.”

While students at Risen Christ receive the foundational components of their academic 
knowledge and faith, they are also being prepared to take the next big step into 
high school. Thanks to Risen Christ’s long-standing relationship with nearby Cristo 
Rey Jesuit High School, numerous graduates like Dana have been placed on a path to 
achieve long-term success. In Dana’s case, she graduated from Cristo Rey in 2012, and 
became a first-generation college graduate when she earned her Bachelor’s Degree in 
Biological Sciences from Marquette University in 2016.

This fall, Dana began pursuing her Doctorate in Occupational Therapy from Creighton 
University in Nebraska. “After graduation, I plan to specialize in pediatrics,” she 
said. “As a bilingual speaker, I want to be a resource to Latino families in need of 
occupational therapy services.”

“Without the support and dedication of the teachers at Risen Christ, I would not 
have been able to discover the type of successful student I could be,” Dana explained. 
“Risen Christ was the start to my journey of success. I hope Risen Christ’s benefactors 
continue to support students who are like me, so they can also become the leaders of 
tomorrow.”
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We are a People of Faith and Hope

Bonnie O’Connor  
Board and Advancement Committee Chair 
Vice President Professional Services – retired 
Fairview-University Medical Center

Rev. Joseph Gillespie, OP  
Canonical Administrator  
Pastor  
Church of St. Albert the Great

Sue Huber, Ph.D. 
Governance Committee Chair 
Executive Vice President, Provost - retired  
University of St. Thomas

John McCarty 
Finance Committee Chair 
Owner/CEO 
St. Paul Development Corp.   

_______________________________________

Linda Ewing 
CEO 
Minnesota AIDS Project

Bill Hettling 
Business Development Manager 
Asia Pacific and Canada, 3M

Maureen Lahr 
Managing Director, Sales Operations 
Aon Benfield

Bill Makens 
President 
Royal Concrete Products, Inc.

Frank Miley, J.D. 
President 
Cretin-Derham Hall High School

Deborah A. Organ, LICSW, DMin 
Pastoral Associate 
Holy Rosary Parish

Marta Pereira 
Campus Minister for Retreats & Spirituality 
St. Catherine University

Kelly Regan 
Vice President of Marketing 
Premier Banks

Kelly Sardon-Garrity 
Program Director 
Center for Global & Local Engagement 
University of St. Thomas

Rev. Leo Schneider 
Pastor 
Church of the Holy Name

Rev. Jim Spahn, OP 
Pastor 
Holy Rosary Catholic Church

Peter Spokes 
Vice President Corporate Responsibility - retired 
Wells Fargo

Kathleen Strombeck 
Vice President, Private Banking 
Bell State Bank & Trust

Carl R. Valdez 
Deacon/Diácono 
Church of the Incarnation/ 
Sagrado Corazón de Jesús

Rev. Joseph Williams 
Pastor 
Church of St. Stephen
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We wish you and your loved ones a blessed Advent and Christmas season!
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Risen Christ  
Catholic School  
Board of Directors  

2016 -2017

Time and time again, but especially in recent weeks, I have 
reflected on the importance of Risen Christ in the lives of our 
students and their families. One thing that has become clear is 
that Risen Christ is a place of refuge. We provide a safe place 
for our students to express their hopes and dreams while 
working toward a bright future. 

While Advent is a joyful period of expectation for many of us, 
our students and their families are uncertain at this particular 
moment in time. Students are sharing their fears with the 
teachers. Parents are expressing their anxiety to staff. We, in 

turn, assure them that Risen Christ will continue to be a safe place for the children, 
even if the world around us becomes hostile and unwelcoming.

All of us at Risen Christ know that it is our duty as Catholic educators to provide a 
stable environment where children can grow in faith and knowledge. We will continue 
to celebrate and support our students’ languages, cultures and traditions, even if the 
world outside does not. We welcome those from diverse family, financial, religious, 
cultural and linguistic backgrounds. Most importantly, we infuse everything we do 
with the Gospel message and our Christian values. 

We are a people of faith and hope. All of us here at the school will continue to proclaim 
that faith proudly so that the children feel safe, comforted and supported in the weeks, 
months and years ahead. We will continue to serve as a constant, a safety net, a shelter 
from the storm. You can help with your steadfast generosity and continued prayers. 

We, as teachers and staff, and you, as supporters, have the blessing and privilege 
to serve these beautiful children. Despite the challenges, it is a great joy! Thank 
you for being part of the Risen Christ family. 

                                                                                                            

WE ARE A PEOPLE OF



Jill Audette
Advancement Associate
612-822-5329, Ext. 108

jaudette@risenchristschool.org

James DeLong
Director of Advancement

612-822-5329, Ext. 102
jdelong@risenchristschool.org

We wish you and your loved ones a blessed Advent and Christmas season! 

W
    

G
A

LA
 

20
17

For The Children!

Archbishop  
Bernard Hebda

Archbishop Hebda to Attend Risen Christ Gala

e are pleased to announce Archbishop Bernard Hebda is joining 

us at the 21st Annual Risen Christ Gala For The Children on Friday,  

April 28, 2017 at The Depot Minneapolis. The Archbishop will lead us  

in prayer and provide a blessing on what is sure to be a very special 

evening as we support the children of Risen Christ.

Host or Sponsor a Table at the Gala
A great way to support the children is to sponsor a table of 10, which 
starts at the $1,500 level. Or, feel free to recruit family, friends or co-
workers to join you by serving as a table host. Either way, the children of 
Risen Christ stand to benefit from your generous planning!

Wanted: Gala Planning Volunteers
Planning for the Gala is underway, and we are always looking for 
volunteers to help with the planning and coordination of the event. 
Whether you consider yourself a “worker bee,” enjoy working  
“behind the scenes,” or don’t mind contacting local businesses  
for auction items, there is a role for everyone! Opportunities  
are flexible, and we can accommodate your busy work  
or travel schedule.  Volunteering remotely is an option!

For more information, please contact the  
Advancement Department:



Risen Christ Catholic School
1120 East 37th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55407

612.822.5329
www.risenchristschool.org
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Established in 1993, 

as a consolidated  

school, our founding  

parishes are Holy Name,  

Holy Rosary, Incarnation,  

St  Albert the Great  

and St Stephen’s.

Risen Christ Catholic School 

is a bilingual, multicultural 

and financially accessible 

school of excellence, 

educating children in  

mind, body and spirit  

to live and lead in  

the example of  

Jesus Christ.

This Holiday Season!
Double Your Gift

    
A generous donor has provided a  

$100,000 challenge match on all  

donations received by December 31, 2016.  

Double your gift by sending it today,  

or make a secure online gift by  

visiting www.risenchristschool.org.

Risen Christ students invite you to visit. 
Meet with students and school leaders over lunch,  

followed by a brief tour led by our  
Middle School Ambassadors.

Please choose from one of the  
following Wednesdays in 2017:

                   January 8th           March 15th           May 17th
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Discover Risen Christ!
Lunch and tour  

only one hour long,  

11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Space is limited.

Reserve your spot today 

by contacting  

Jill Audette, 

Advancement Associate, at  

jaudette@risenchristschool.org  

or 612-822-5329, Ext. 108.


