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Risen Christ Accreditation Extended to 2023!  

The entire Risen Christ Catholic School community—including teachers, staff, parents,  
Educational Advisory Committee and Board of Directors—has been working hard since the  
fall of 2015 to prepare for the school’s accreditation through the Minnesota Nonpublic School 
Accrediting Association (MNSAA), a state-approved organization that sets rigorous standards  
for 170 accredited nonpublic schools across the state.

After hosting a team of educators from around the state 
who reviewed the school’s work in February, we are pleased 
to announce the MNSAA Board of Directors voted in March 
to extend Risen Christ’s accreditation status into 2023, 
officially making Risen Christ the only MNSAA-accredited dual 
immersion school in Minnesota.

Risen Christ has been accredited by MNSAA since its founding 
in 1993 and engages in an intense process to maintain its 
accreditation every seven years. In accrediting the school, 
MNSAA recognized the Risen Christ community for its efforts 
to serve the community and affirmed the school’s mission, 
leadership, dedicated staff and dual immersion learning 
environment. 

       What  i s  MNSAA?
Founded in 1976, the Minnesota Nonpublic 
School Accrediting Association (MNSAA) is the 
largest accrediting association for nonpublic 
schools in Minnesota. MNSAA is nationally 
recognized through the National Federation 
of Nonpublic State School Accrediting 
Associations (NFNSSAA) and the Council for 
American Private Education (CAPE).

Turn the page 
to learn more about  
Risen Christ’s 
new Strategic Plan  
from school president, 
Michael Rogers.  



While strategic planning is a process some school leaders might 
dread, I see it as an excellent opportunity to establish a common 
understanding of where Risen Christ stands now, to create a 
shared vision of the future and determine the path we will take 
to get there. At the heart of this effort is our mission to provide a 
transformative Catholic education that educates the whole child. 
We have laid out an ambitious plan, but our efforts are bolstered 
by our interactions with the children each day and our steadfast 
faith in the power of Christ-centered education.

1  Risen Christ will become a K–8 dual immersion school.
The strategies included in this objective will guide us as the dual immersion program 
moves forward, ultimately encompassing all grade levels in the 2022-23 school year.  
We will also explore adding Pre-K programming for children ages 5 and under.

2  Risen Christ will meet the academic needs of all learners.
This objective focuses on the identification of appropriate curriculum, technology and 
instructional resources which are aligned to subject area standards.

3  Risen Christ will meet the physical, social and emotional needs of its students.
This objective involves the enhancement and expansion of the programs which focus on 
our students’ most essential needs. We will also engage parents to identify, celebrate 
and honor culture through events, curriculum and celebrations.

4  Risen Christ will become financially sustainable.
Strategies in this objective address the financial needs of the school which include 
capital debt and other obligations. Elimination of debt is the single most important 
thing we can do to secure our future. We will also increase contributions to the  
school by engaging new supporters and alumni, and inspiring planned giving.

5  Risen Christ will maintain a safe environment and operate efficiently.
The structural and operational needs of the school will be addressed  
through facility improvement planning, efficient data management and  
by streamlining key maintenance and administrative functions.
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Bonnie O’Connor  
Board and Advancement Committee Chair 
Vice President Professional Services – retired 
Fairview-University Medical Center

Rev. Joseph Gillespie, OP  
Canonical Administrator  
Pastor  
Church of St. Albert the Great

Sue Huber, Ph.D. 
Governance Committee Chair 
Executive Vice President, Provost - retired  
University of St. Thomas

John McCarty 
Finance Committee Chair 
Owner/CEO 
St. Paul Development Corp.   

_______________________________________

Linda Ewing 
CEO 
Minnesota AIDS Project

Bill Hettling 
Business Development Manager 
Asia Pacific and Canada, 3M

Maureen Lahr 
Managing Director, Sales Operations 
Aon Benfield

Bill Makens 
President 
Royal Concrete Products, Inc.

Frank Miley, J.D. 
President 
Cretin-Derham Hall High School

Deborah A. Organ, LICSW, DMin 
Pastoral Associate 
Holy Rosary Parish

Marta Pereira 
Director, Office of Spirituality 
University of St. Thomas 

Kelly Regan 
Vice President, Marketing 
Premier Banks

Kelly Sardon-Garrity 
Program Director, Center for  
Global & Local Engagement 
University of St. Thomas

Rev. Leo Schneider 
Pastor 
Church of the Holy Name

Rev. Jim Spahn, OP 
Pastor 
Holy Rosary Catholic Church

Peter Spokes 
Vice President, Corporate Responsibility - retired 
Wells Fargo

Kathleen Strombeck 
Vice President, Private Banking 
Bell State Bank & Trust

Carl R. Valdez 
Deacon/Diácono 
Church of the Incarnation/ 
Sagrado Corazón de Jesús

Rev. Joseph Williams 
Pastor 
Church of St. Stephen

      

Strategic Plan Outlines Steps Toward a Bright Future

Risen Christ  
Catholic School  
Board of Directors  

Michael rogers, PRESIDENT
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The full version of Risen Christ’s strategic plan is available on the  
school’s website at www.risenchristschool.org/about-us/strategic-plan. 

 

Over $412,000 was raised for the 
children of Risen Christ at the Gala 
last year! This financial support is 
critically important for carrying out 
our mission. Thanks to your support, 
a strong, safe and faith-centered 
educational experience is accessible 
to all families seeking opportunity 
for their children.

You are invited to  
change the lives of 

hundreds of our  
children. Come share  
in the joy, generosity  

and hope for  
the children  

of Risen Christ on 
Friday, April 28, 2017.

You Make the  
Gala a Success 

For the  

Children!



        
For the 

Children of  
Risen Christ 

Catholic  
School
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Be Part of the Fun!

Join us! Register to attend by visiting our Gala 
website at: www.bidpal.net/risenchrist

Buy a Raffle Ticket.  Each ticket is $50. With three cash 
prizes totaling $4,000 and only 600 tickets printed, 
your odds are great and your support of the children 
is guaranteed! To purchase a ticket, call Jill Audette, 
Advancement Associate at 612-822-5329, ext. 108.

Volunteer! We’re seeking individuals to help with a variety 
of opportunities the night of the Gala, particularly those 
comfortable with technology. You’ll get free parking, a 
light meal and be a key part of our success!

ver Jim Simon’s six years as  
a mentor in Risen Christ’s 
Imagine the Possibilities 
program, his most satisfying 
experience has been witnessing 

students open their minds to career 
opportunities and the role of learning 
as they move on to high school.

“I like to see each student find their path through high  
school and have the breadth of experience to make wise 
choices about their career paths,” Jim explained.

Jim is the President and Chief Operating Officer at  
St. Paul-based Corval Group, a full-service industrial 
general contractor providing construction, engineering and 
fabrication expertise to a variety of industries nationwide.

As a youngster, Jim attended Catholic school from 
kindergarten through eighth grade at Holy Cross in 
northeast Minneapolis. Jim said his experience at Holy Cross 
provided him with three important things: a strong faith 
foundation, great discipline and work ethic, and a deep 

Jim Simon Models Faith, Discipline, Confidence

O
belief in himself and his potential. Today, Jim continues 
to share these values with the middle school students 
he mentors at Risen Christ.

“The mission of Risen Christ compels Corval Group and 
me to invest in the school,” he explained. “Throughout 
the mission is the focus on the children. Corval has a 
long history of philanthropic efforts related to children 
and schools. We look for opportunities to give back 
to the communities that we live and operate in.” Jim 
added, “The most impressive thing about Risen Christ 
is the commitment level of the teachers and staff.”  
Jim encourages other business leaders and companies 
to get involved at Risen Christ.

critically important for carrying out 
our mission. Thanks to your support, 

educational experience is accessible 

Students pictured with mentor Jim Simon (far right)

  A Sneak Peak at 
      What’s Up for Bid 

The inimitable Father Joe 
Gillespie offers his legendary 
Pub Crawl!

Experience the Windy City 
in style by bidding on our 
Chicago Getaway for Two!

Don’t miss out on an 
unforgettable experience 
with Father John Forliti!
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Minneapolis, MN 55407
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Established in 1993, 

as a consolidated  

school, our founding  

parishes are Holy Name,  

Holy Rosary, Incarnation,  

St  Albert the Great  

and St Stephen’s.

Risen Christ Catholic School 

is a bilingual, multicultural 

and financially accessible 

school of excellence, 

educating children in  

mind, body and spirit  

to live and lead in  

the example of  

Jesus Christ.

april 2017

Friday 28th   21st Annual Gala For the Children
  The Depot Minneapolis, 5:30 PM

may 2017

Monday-Friday 1st-5th   Teacher Appreciation Week

Friday 12th  Imagine the Possibilities Capstone Luncheon
  Garvey Hall, 1:00-2:45 PM

Wednesday 17th    Discover Risen Christ Lunch and School Tour  
  School Library, 11:30 AM-12:30 PM

Tuesday 23rd  Volunteer Appreciation Lunch
  Garvey Hall, 11:30 AM-1:00 PM 
  
Thursday 25th  Spring Music Program
  Holy Name Church, 7:00 PM

june 2017

Tuesday 6th     8th Grade Graduation
  Holy Name Church, 7:00 PM

Friday 9th    Last Day of School
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Grab a Growler at the Gala!
In addition to a diverse collection of wine, 
Gala guests will have a chance to grab a 

growler (or two) of beer. You’ll be a  
winner no matter which cork or  
bottle cap you pull! Bottoms up!

Visit our official Gala website at 
bidpal.net/risenchrist to register, 

preview auction items and  
learn “how to BidPal.”

Get a head start and  

download the free  

BidPal app  

today.

New This Year! 

 


