
Our Legacy…Our Mission
Risen Christ was formed in 1993 as the consolidation of 
five urban Catholic schools in south Minneapolis and it 
operated on two campuses divided by Interstate 35W. 
Soon after the consolidation, it became apparent that one 
campus would provide a significantly better experience for 
the children. To accomplish this, the East Campus (formerly 
Holy Name Catholic School) was expanded and significantly 
renovated in 2003. The past 15 years have proven this was 
the right decision as it has allowed Risen Christ to better 
serve our children.

Over time, the demographics of our community in south 
Minneapolis have shifted dramatically. Today, 98 percent 
of our students qualify for free or reduced price lunch, a 
commonly used indicator of poverty. We now serve more 
low-income students and more Latinos (88 percent) than 
any other Catholic school in the Archdiocese. 

Our Challenge…Our Resolve
As Risen Christ prepares for its 25th school year serving 
children in the heart of Minneapolis, we as school leaders 
have resolved to address its greatest challenge: eliminating 
its $4 million debt. Entering into debt has enabled us to 
serve more children in poverty, and we do it better than any 
other school in south Minneapolis. By that measure, Risen 
Christ is an astonishing success.

However, our continued success is threatened by this 
debt which costs the school over $240,000 per year. Our 
operating budget simply cannot sustain the demands of 
these debt service payments. It is time for us to muster 
the courage to face this debt and eliminate it once and for 
all. This will free up resources to invest in programs, the 
curriculum and capital improvement projects.

Back in 1993, few could have predicted the hundreds 
of lives that Risen Christ would impact to date. Our 
faith compels us to address this financial challenge, so 
future generations of children will have access to the 
transformational Catholic education Risen Christ provides 
to low-income children.  

Our Next Steps
Thanks to a generous capacity-building grant we earned 
from the Catholic Community Foundation, the Steier Group, 
an experienced development firm, was hired to conduct 
a planning study to assess the feasibility of eliminating 
the debt. 

The study will gather feedback about Risen Christ and its 
plan to conduct a debt-elimination campaign. The study will 
also help us set a reasonable financial goal, establish an 
effective campaign strategy and identify potential donors 
and campaign leaders. 

Because of your trust and faith in our work, we are closing 
Minnesota’s achievement gap, breaking the cycle of 
poverty and, more importantly, bringing over 325 children 
closer to Christ each year.

 
Please consider participating in this most critical 
endeavor. When we succeed together, it will be one 
of our greatest accomplishments.

$26,040 
Average household income for a 
Risen Christ family of four

$7,120 
Cost to educate each student at Risen Christ

$747 
Average tuition paid per child by families

60% 
Since 2016, 60 percent of our graduates 
are attending local Catholic high schools

2x 
Academic achievement of our Class of 2016 
was twice the rate of Minneapolis public 
school children living in similar socioeconomic 
circumstances

$

Risen Christ’s mission is to remain a financially accessible 
school of excellence, educating children in mind, body and 
spirit to live and lead in the example of Jesus Christ. 
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